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Abstract— Barak Valley consists of three districts, they are:
Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi. Of them, the latter two
districts have a Muslim majority while the first one has 40%
Muslim population. In brief, South Assam is popularly
known as Barak Valley named after the river Barak which
flows across the region from east to the west. Madrasa
education system in Assam is a parallel system of education
that contributes to a great extent in the socio-economic
development of Assam by imparting education to a
community which constitutes around 34.2% of the total
population of Assam. However, this running education
system has many advantages and limitations means strength
and weaknesses So, author analyzed these all in this article.
And also, this article deals with the closing of government
Madrasa in Assam at a glance and its cause and effect. This
research article is an attempt to have an overview on Madrasa
education system in Barak Velley, Assam with scrutinizing
prevailing conditions means closing of government Madrasa
education in Assam. This article is prepared on the basis of
the field visit and after analyzing relevant documentary and
previous literature on the said subject.
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I. INTRODUCTION

As is stated above that with the changing world of modern
education along with its problems and prospects this article
deals with the analyzing the state of a large number of
educational institutions run by the largestreligious minority
group in Assam South. And these institutions are commonly
known as Madrassas. Assam South is publicly known as
Barak Valley named after the river Barak which flows across
the region from east to the west. A huge part of the Barak
valley came under the rule of the Turkish rulers of Bengal
from the early 14th century. Karimganj continued to be
ruled by the Afghans. The Mughals washed-up the Afghans
and appended the territory to their empire. The dominance of
Muslim elite finally ended with the advent of the British rule
in Bengal. The inhabited portion of Cachar and Hailakandi
was ruled by Tippera, Koches, and later by the Dimasas.
In 1947 when plebiscite was held in Sylhet, Karimganj
remained with India. The official language of the valley is
Bengali while the majority of people speak Sylheti, a dialect
of the Bengali.

Madrasa plays an important role to produce
individual personality and to promote cultural valuesamong
members of the society. And this socialization is possible by
extending a fair education. From this point of view, madrasa
educational institutions have been providing formal and
informal education to the Muslim community for a long time.
However, the madrasa education system was seen as a
conservative Islamic institution. The key aim of a Madrasa is

to educate individuals encourage with substantive knowledge
and an appearance towardslife. Source bases of Madrasas are
the teachings of the Glorious Qur’an and the Ahadith of
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). Earlier, Madrasas were the
places where besides pure theological studies several
branches of academic spheres were taught. Thus, the early
Madrasas produced mathematicians, geographers, doctors,
lawyers, politicians, philosophers, linguists, historians and so
on other than great Islamic jurists, Qur’anic commentators
and Hadith scholars. Avicenna, Ibn Rushd, Moosa bin
Haiyan, Al-Zahrawi, Imam Ghazali, Imam Abu Hanifa,
Imam Bukhari, Ibn Taimiya, Qasim Nanotawi, Mahmoodul
Hasan, Ali Mian Nadwi and Mujahidul Islam Qasmi were
products of such institutions.

Il. MADRASA EDUCATION IN ASSAM (BARAK VELLEY)

As far as the concern of Assam madrasas, madrasa
education in Barak Valley is tooold. The first informal
madrasa of the region was established in the early 14th
centuryby Shah Ziauddin, a close disciple of Hazrat Shah
Jalal, the prominent Sufi scholar of Bengal and Assam. It
was established at Badarpur in the present Karimganj district.
Themain purpose of the madrasa was to train Muslims
specially newly-converted ones in Islamic principles. But
unfortunately, with the outing of time, the madrasa building
andthe contiguous Masjid drowned due to the erosion of the
river Barak. Similarly, during the rule of the Mughals these
kinds of madrasas were found there.

From the outset of early 20th century,
government-affiliated middle school madrasasand high
madrasas were established across Assam. Batarashi Madrasa
which is situated in the suburb of Karimganj town is the
oldest madrasa in south Assam. Karimganj High Madrasa
was established two years later is another very old institution
of this kind. It has produced countless graduates, settled in
various fields. These middle School Madrasas and High
Madrasas have been providing general education mainly
while religious education is given only to an extent. As we
see that various types of madrasas developed in Southern
Assam. The post-independent Assam witnessed the activities
of the state govt. and community-based organizations.
Various types of steps have been taken to design for
enhancing madrasa education. Today, madrasas of Southern
Assam can be divided into two categories: Government
madrasas and non-Government. Government madrasas are
mainly of two types- firstly the Middle English Madrasas and
the High Madrasa; the former imparts education of the
Middle School level while the latter offers education of the
High School level. These schools-cum-madrasas have been
functioning since the end of the first quarter of the 20th
century. They mainly impart general education while
religious subjects are taughtin these institutions only in
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name. The second type of govt. madrasas are of the three-tier
set up: Title Madrasas, Senior Madrasas and Pre-Senior
Madrasas. As already mentioned, these institutions
developed in the post-independence period. Religious
education is the core of the curriculum in these madrasas
while general education is given only partial importance.
There are some provincialized madrasas such as Title,
Senior and Pr-Senior. Whole time required to achieve the
highest degree in these madrasas is very long and the course
curriculum is also outdated and not systematic. Pre-Senior is
the primary one which can be compared to middle school. In
this level Urdu, Arabic, Hindi, Assamese and Bengali are
taught as subjects along with a little bit of Islamic subjects.
After this level, students are promoted to the Senior Madrasa
level which has a minimum of seven years study period. F.M.
is the final examination of the senior madrasas. F.M. is
usually compared with the graduation level exam of general
education. Guwahati and Dibrugarh universities accept F.M.
as a graduate level course and on the basis of it, onecan secure
admission in the M.A. Arabic programme of both these
universities. However, Assam University which is located in
Southern Assam doesn't consider it. Jamia Hamdard in
Delhi allows F.M. as eligibile for its B.U.M.S. course.
Usually in Assam, F.M. degree is treated as a matriculation
level exam. So F.M.-passed students who want to join degree
level ~courses, first have to pass Higher Secondary
examination from any government school. In senior level
madrasa the major subjects taughtare Arabic literature, which
consists of prose, poetry, rhetoric, grammar; Quranic
translation and interpretation; commentary of Hadith in
addition to Islamic jurisprudence and logic. Arabic literature,
which is taught in senior madrasas has a classical pattern that
includesmostly pre-Islamic Arab culture and literary. It is my
own experience | mean after interaction with the students that
after spending ten years in Pre- and Senior levels, students of
these madrasas are unable to write or speak modern Arabic
language. As concern of Title Madrasas have a minimum of
two years course for Mumtazul Muhaddis (M.M.). The
subjects of the M.M. course are Hadith, Tafsir and Tarikh
(History). History which is taught in the M. M. course
consists entirely of Islamic history. M.M. is considered
equivalent to M.A. in the appointments in Senior Secondary
School’s Arabic posts and Senior Madrasas teaching posts.
However, the absence of specialization in M.M like M.M in
Tafsir or MM in Hadith, students obtaining M.M degrees are
less specialized. Most of the provincialized madrasas do not
have boardingfacilities for students. And non-Government
madrasas which are numerically much higher than the
government madrasas. non-Government madrasas are found
everywhere in the valley, even in remote areas where
government educational set up is almost non-existent. These
madrasas are three types: Alimiya and Fazilat Madrasas,
exclusive Hafizia Madrasas and mahalla-centric Maktabas.
There are more than twenty Senior, Three Title and many Pre-
Senior Madrasas functioning in the valley.

Its education system neither, it’s going to harm
neither them nor they will lose their authority but through the
process of reform their backward conditions can be enhanced
and improved. Ignorance among the Muslim society is one of
the major hindrances which prevent Muslims to follow
orthogonality and forget about the modern and scientific

subjects. The whole Muslim Ummah is in ugly situations.
Somehow and somewhere the community is responsible of
their marginalization and loss. Its looks very easy to slander
the image of the others, but why don’t Muslim civil society
those are well educated, for instance, Ulamas of madrasas and
other educated persons among the Muslim community take
any step to stabilize themselves.

I1l. CLOSING OF GOVERNMENT MADRASA IN ASSAM

Recently government of Assam government abolished all
state-run Madrassas by converting them into general schools.
And abolished two existing Acts: The Assam Madrassa
Education (Provincialisation) Act, 1995and The Assam
Madrassa Education (Provincialisation of Services of
Employees and Re-Organisation of Madrassa Educational
Institutions) Act, 2018. The BJP-led alliance-controlled
Assam assembly had enacted the law unanimously in 2018.
Madrassa institutes have been converted into upper primary,
high and higher secondary schools with no change of status,
pay, allowances and service conditions of the teaching and
non-teaching staff. And government of Assam closed not
only Madrasa but also Sanskrit Board. Chief minister of
Assam Himanta Sharma said “In my opinion, teaching of
Quran can’t happen at the cost of government money. If we
have to do so then we should also teach both the Bible and
Bhagavad Gita. So, we want to bring uniformity and stop this
practice,”

I\V. OPPOSITION TO THE BILL

There are million hearts are broken and still opposing this bill.
Congress and AIUDF members objected to tabling of the
proposed law and questioned the intention of the government.
Congress MLA Nurul Huda said Madrassas teach Arabic
language apart from other general subjects and learning a
language cannot be termed communal. “Because of learning
Arabic, many youths have got lucrative jobs in Arab countries
and they are contributing to Indian economy by sending
foreign exchanges” Sherman Ali Ahmed said learning of
Arabic will open job opportunities in 52 countries and already
many Hindus from other states like Kerala are earning lakhs
of rupees by working in such places. Another Congress
member Kamalakhya Dey Purkayastha said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had suggested modernization of Madrassas
and not abolishing. “We strongly opposed this bill. The
government should not have passed such kind of bill,
demolishing more than 500 government-run Madrassas.
AIUDF MLA Rafiqul Islam said that, his party strongly
opposed the bill and the BJP-led state government has
introduced the bill to cheer up RSS and Nagpur. | think this a
Hitlery decision of the Assam government. Government-run
Madrassas and Sanskrit Tolls should be run in the state. There
are government-run Madrassas in UP, West Bengal,
Telangana, Hyderabad, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, but only the
Assam government is going to close down these institutions.
This kind of decision should not be taken by the state
government. We have suggested that, the government can
modernize, upgrade these educational institutions, should not
close down,”. The All-Assam Minority Students’ Union had
said the decision was in line with the government’s agenda of
“harassing Muslims and denying them basic rights” as
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guaranteed in the Constitution. “Madrasas don’t only teach
Islamic scriptures and Arabic; they also teach subjects like
any regular school.” And also, Students Islamic Organization
of India is strongly opposition this while saying that this bill
ais against of article 30 of our constitution.

V. GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM’S VIEW

While countering all objections, the education minister said
he also believes in spiritual education like learning of Quran,
Gita and Bible, but those who are opposing they should
understand that the proposed bill is not related to stopping
such education. “Madrassas teach theology as a subject. If
only Arabic is taught, no issue would have been there. But as
a government we cannot allow teaching of the Quran on
public funding.” CM of Assam Himanta Sarma said in the
Assembly, “Madrasa education has been going on since pre-
Independence era... What if someone goes to court today and
asks if government is spending Rs 600 crore for teaching the
Quran, why is it not spending the same in teaching the
Bible...(or) the Bhagwat Gita?” Sarma had said that the
Madrasas could not be provincialized as the state was
adopting a modern education system. He then added that
people can run the religious institutions their own if they
want. He also said the rules for provincialization will change.
“It will be more a need-based instead of date and year based,”
Sarma told the Assembly. “For example, if there is no school
within a 5 km radius of an area, we will fund a school there
or where there is a need, like in the Sixth Schedule areas.”

VI. CONCLUSION

Madrasa plays a vital role the socio-economic development
of nation and moral educations as well. Verily, it cannot be
denied that in this postmodern world Muslims are still living
in dark ages. It was the best quality of our Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) who allowed Muslims to receive
knowledge if they have to visit China. But it’s regretful that
so called Muslims forgot the teaching of Prophet. It’s
illusion that if one will claim that “I will do nothing and God
will be my sole protector Positive change is always fruitful
for any societies that want to remove their pathetic conditions
and are ready to see their bright future. To be agnostic or
atheist is not going to sort out our problems but a positive
change is needed in Madrasahs, where Muslim subaltern
children’s who are economically backward are enrolled. A
major section of Muslims is there. So, only religious
education is not going to sort out the problems of Muslims,
but the combination of both is the real loophole of their
problems. The need of us is freedom from Orthodoxality in
which the majority of Assamese and Bengali Muslims
Ummah is living. In brief, off course there are a lot of issues
and weakness in Madrasa, but rather than closing them down
government Madrasas government should think about
modernization of madrasas. Closing them down is not a
solution but timely improvements should be considered, and
also ask Sanskrit schools that besides imparting traditional
education they should give computer, English, Science and
Mathematics education to face competition. In this modern
age moral education is strictly required otherwise nation can
step towards the verge of astray. And Madrasa education also
contribute towards the socio-economic development of

nation, as mentioned above that because of learning Arabic,

many youths have got lucrative jobs in Arab countries and

they are contributing to Indian economy by sending foreign
exchanges” learning of Arabic will open job opportunities in

52 countries and already many Hindus from other states like

Kerala are earning lakhs of rupees by working in such places.

Some suggestions to enhance and encourage Madrasa

education in Barak Velley are given below:

1) Need of innovative instructional strategy a complete re-
vision is needed in the instructional strategy for the up-
gradation of Madrasa’s syllabi in Assam. It is necessary
to switch from the old strategy of teaching pattern to an
updated and modern pattern of teaching. We are getting
benefits of modern updated educational theories in
school and universities like this we should innovate like
these theories and modern educational toolsin Assam’s
Madrasas. Like we should use new audiovisual methods,
CDs, presentations, documentaries.

2) Government of Assam should take serious steps for
considering the Madrassa education as an important part
of education system. So that people do not consider
Madrassa education only a source of Islamic education
but do consider them as the source of inspiration for real
world advancements.

3) Islamic and educational curriculum taught in Madrassa
system should be modernized and according to the latest
trends so that students of madrassas can later on
effectively deal with the real-world challenges.

4) Proper funding system should be implemented for their
financial needs so that standardsof these institutions can
be according to the modern world.

5) Need to link the Indian Madrasas to the general stream:
Unlike all universities of the country or state, the
Madrasas are neither members of the Association of
Indian Universities nor their degrees are recognized and
validated by it. Moreover, each university is an
independent body and, hence, decisions of the Academic
Council of a particular university do not have
compulsory effects for others. That is why some
universities like Aligarh Muslim University, Jamia
Millia Islamia, New Delhi, etc. recognize some degrees
of a number of Madrasas while other universities have no
such provision so try to link as Al Jamia Al Islamiya
snthapuram is trying to link.

6) In this era of latest technology, modern teaching
instruments/electronic equipment whichmake teaching
easier and understandable for students should be granted
to madrasas. The Government, NGOs, and the madrasa
management committees should organize vocational
training for existing teachers on different vocational and
life skill education.

7) At least one counseling and guidance center for Madrasa
students should open in each district at the initiative of
the community and government agencies. Counsellors of
these centers can communicate different options
available to madrasa students. Names of madrasa pass-
outs should also be maintained in the district level
employment exchange.

8) Finally, to the enhancement and the encouragement of
students belonging to the provincialized Madrasas, the
state government should distribute computers among
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students like government school students and teachers
should be immediately appointed against all vacant
positions in the provincialized madrasas. So, rather
closing then down Madrasa government should take
above mentioned intuitive, it will have a great change in
the society.
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