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Abstract— “Digital learning is part of the new dynamic that
characterises educational systems at the start of the 21st
century. Like society, the concept of e-learning is subject to
constant change. Nowadays technology is advancing with
the speed of light and touching most of the aspects of our
daily life. It would be inevitable for the educational system
not to be affected by it. The traditional form of education is
leaving the space for digital learning to create a new era of
education and move it forward. This paper presents how is
digital learning going to change schools and education”.
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. INTRODUCTION

The 21% century has been rightly termed as the digital era.
With the internet bringing a substantial change in people
live we are heavily dependent on the usage of technology to
even complete simple tasks. Most of you must have heard
about digital learning. The E-Education has certainly ignited
the teaching sector. Gone are the days of blackboards, the
chalks and the dusters. They have been substituted with
weh-based education which strengthens student’s learning
experience.

Il. DIGITAL LEARNING:

Digital Learning can be characterized as a learning strategy
that depends on recovering data through technological
devices. Students can get the best possible training from
interactive and alternate methods. Their educational
program is online, which implies that the way toward the
learning is done through various electronic devices that help
the student be more aware of what they are being instructed
as well as focus more their education.

It makes a wonderful situation for students and
teachers. The learning and teaching procedure turns out to
be increasingly intelligent and educators would now be able
to utilize a wide scope of tools and devices to make learning
simpler and more effective.

“Online learning is not the next big thing, it is the now big
thing.”
Donna J. Abernathy

Digital learning

A. How Digital Learning Changes Education?

Here’s you know about how digital learning has changed
education...

B. Education is more personalized:

Education no longer follows the one-size-fits-all method that
required students to sit in rows, memorize rote information,
and regurgitate it for the Friday test. Digital learning has
allowed for a more personalized approach.

According to the U.S. Department of Education,
technology that encourages digital learning “links teachers
to their students and to professional content, resources, and
systems to help them improve their own instruction and
personalize learning.”

Online and digital tools help students and teachers
work together to determine what students need and how
students can learn it best

C. There is expanded access to education and knowledge:

Education and knowledge are no longer isolated to the
classroom.

We live in a world where information proliferates.
Not only are books abundant, but digital advances have
made books, audio, images, and videos available through the
internet.

The US Department of Education views digital,
open educational resources as “an important element of an
infrastructure for learning.”

As access to information grows, so too do

opportunities for more formal, online learning. Free online
learning opportunities, MOOCs, podcasts, online degree
programs, and high-quality online schools offer students
information.

o »

D. Collaboration and interactivity is on the rise:

As resources and school time are no longer limited to the
traditional classroom, neither are collaboration and the
opportunities for peer interaction. Digital, interactive
learning also facilitates the development of problem-solving
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and critical thinking skills. While many digital learning tools
and techniques are being developed for and utilized in
primary and secondary questions, digital learning is making
strides in higher education as well. Higher education
experts assert that many post-secondary educators also see
high value in digital learning tools.

According to a report in a report in the Chronicle of
Higher Education, “digital learning makes educators better
able to meet students where they are technologically better
able to adapt lessons for varied learning styles, and better
able to reach more students.”

E. Students can learn on their phones:

The idea of anytime, anywhere learning is no longer limited
to those with laptops, desktops, and tablets. Students can
now learn on their phones. While cellphones and
smartphones have long been the bane of many a classroom
teacher’s existence, evidence suggests that smartphones may
play an integral role in a student’s learning experience if
used correctly. Once -- and still, to many -- a distraction in
the classroom, rather than banning or confiscating mobile
devices traditional teachers are now looking for innovative
ways for students to use their smartphones in the classroom.

While many students use their smartphones for the
passive absorption of entertainment and social media, some
classroom teachers are using them for their cloud-based
capabilities, allowing students to take review quizzes,
practice peer editing, and sign. up for teacher conference
times.

F. Learning spaces have changed:

Rows of desks facing a chalkboard? Not so much. In
traditional schools, educators have reshaped their
classrooms to create collaborative spaces that mimic the
modern workplace. Instead of chalkboards, many teachers
now use SMARTboards and SMARTdesks. And many
students have learning labs with access to virtual reality
goggles.

In addition to using these things for learning,
students have to learn how to use these devices, apps, and
programs. They have to learn how to consume the
technology they use. Says Renee Patton, Director of US
Public Sector Education at Cisco, inan article for Times
Higher Education, “creating an effective digital learning
environment is not just about offering convenience and
familiarity to students, [and] the consequences for their
futures if we don’t keep pace are manifold and damaging.”
Digital tools are here to stay and new technology emerges
every day. Students need to understand how to adapt to new
developments, understand the repercussions of instant
communication, and utilize the tools at hand to create future
opportunities.

G. Why Did All Schools need to Adopt Digital Learning?

The school or the institute which has decided to opt for the
e-learning teaching procedure do have a vital role to play
here. Either they can hire teachers and tutors who have
comprehensive knowledge of digital learning tools and
methods or else they can make proper arrangements to train
the teachers about how to use the digital programs
effectively. The training session is basically arranged for

senior and old teachers who have been teaching there for
several years. As such most private school administrators
and management are more than happy to adopt this new
technology which is the need of the present hour.
Furthermore, you can also take help from the internet to get
accustomed to this new technique and teach others.

There has been a thorough discussion that all
educational institutes and academic centers should

implement digital learning which is steadfastly gained
immense popularity and support over the last few years. It is
going to get more assistance as thenumbers of internet users
are increasing each day.

H. The Support from Government/ Administration:

Even it is getting full support of the government who has
initiated a few steps to move in this direction. If we talk
about our country India; Prime Minister Narendra Modi
himself is a supporter of digital India which includes a
number of activities under it. With the intention of providing
more computer-based education and interactive learning, he
launched the E-Basta scheme in 2014 to promote e-learning.
The aim of this scheme is to make children free from the
burden of carrying books daily to their schools which at
times become quite heavy. Similarly, he also started an e-
locker scheme wherein the person could store all his
important documents (such as mark sheets and certificates)
at one place in a digital form. He does not have to carry
them wherever he goes.

I11. BENEFITS OF DIGITAL LEARNING

Now you can have a look at some of the vital factors which
guide the digital learning procedure and which separate it
from conventional methods of teaching.
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1) Freedom to choose the place:

Digital learning or e-education is not bounded with the
traditional classroom-type of teaching where every period
was supposed to be of forty minutes but it has given the
freedom to both the students as well as the teachers to
choose their place. You can take online classes anywhere
according to your convenience including attending it at the
comfort of your home. However, this is applicable for
mostly professional courses and not for school-going
children.

2) No Restriction of Time:

Another huge advantage that web-based learning has
provided to the students worldwide is that learning is no
more restricted to specific timings when the classes were
conducted. You can choose your own flexible time and start
learning when you are free. You can download videos of the
classes from the internet and you can know what was taught
in the class today.

3) Learn at your Own Pace:

There is no need to compete with the rest of the class but
rather e-learning allows you to learn at your own pace. The
tutorial videos are available online and you can view it as
many times as you want to make your concepts clear about a
topic. This means you do not have to spend much time on
one lesson as then the chapters become more interactive.

4) The Digitalized Content:
Digitalized content means you get high-quality academic
content which is easy to read and understand. It is delivered
through various technical tools such as computers, laptops,
smartphones, and other electronic gadgets. The content is
written by highly experienced academic content writers and
they are very informative supported by videos and images
for better understanding.

5) The Main Technical Tool:

The main technical tool behind digital learning and is also
known as its backbone is the internet. You just need a
computer or any other gadget with an internet connection to
get started with e-learning process. However, it must be
remembered that the internet is just a medium or tool and
not instruction.

6) Online Tutors or Instructors:
No teaching or learning can be considered complete without
the presence of a teacher and digital learning is no
exception. It is only that their roles have undergone some
changes but the basic responsibility remains the same; to
educate digital learning students. He can provide
personalized guidance to every student.

7) More Higher-Order Thinking:

Thanks to technology, students have instant access to all the
information they could ever want or need. There’s no longer
a need for students to memorize facts or dates. Today, there
is much more emphasis placed on higher-order thinking.
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Higher-order thinking occurs when students are
asked not just to know a piece of information but to do
something with that information. At the most basic level,
this can mean analyzing information—comparing and
contrasting, for example. At the highest level, students are
asked to create something on their own that shows their
understanding.

In nearly every classroom today, students are asked
to do these types of higher-order thinking tasks. Gone are
the days when teachers lectured and students regurgitated
information for a quiz or test. Today’s students are learning
how to be critical thinkers, a skill that is in-demand in
today’s job market.

8) New Skills:

There are other skills that students will need to stay
competitive in the 21% century. Digital literacy, the ability to
use the internet and other digital technologies, is
increasingly important for a wide variety of jobs. As
technology becomes a bigger part of education, teachers will
devote more time to teaching digital literacy.

In some states, digital literacy is already a part of
the curriculum. More states are creating standards for digital
literacy just as they would for reading or math.

These are just some of the ways that digital
learning is reshaping education. As digital learning becomes
a bigger part of the world of education, you can expect to
see more changes in classrooms around the world.

IV. SOME OTHER IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF DIGITAL
LEARNING

A. Digital Learning has made Research Work Simpler:

Beyond any doubt, the digital learning procedure has made
the research work simpler specifically in the field of medical
science, information technology, and space. With
information easily available on the internet, you can find a
solution to any problem or question and carry your work
further. The research scholars can easily prepare their thesis
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or dissertation without much difficulty. All the facts and
statics provided on the internet are latest which adds an
impetus to your work.

B. Digital Learning a Boon for the Parents as Well:

The gift of digital learning has proved to be a blessing not
only for the teachers but even for the parents who usually
guide their children at home and help them in their studies
and homework. They can consult the internet and online
tutorials anytime in order to guide their kids in a better way.
Moreover, e-learning because of its interactive nature
becomes a fun laden game for the children who can grasp
the topic more quickly than by the traditional methods.

C. Preparation for Exams becomes Easier:

Yet another advantage of web-based learning is that it helps
a great deal during the preparation of examinations.
Nowadays, you will find most of the students preparing for
the higher exams surfing the internet to find answers to their
questions. In addition, if you are preparing for a competitive
exam, then digital learning can be your best-trusted friend.
You can consult online guide books and also give the online
mock test to consolidate your preparation. There are online
tutors who can help in solving your problems thus making
your tasks easier.
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D. Reduce the Burden of Paper Work:

The introduction of e-learning in the present scenario has led
to the reduction and elimination of the burdensome
paperwork which was part of the earlier system. Since most
of the exams conducted are online, the teachers do not need
to carry bundles of answer sheet to their home for
evaluation. Moreover, the questions today are usually
Multiple Choice types (MCQs) which can be evaluated on
the computer itself within no time. Now because of this, the
results are also declared very early and there is more
transparency and accuracy in it as compared to the
traditional ways of checking paper.

E. Offers a Strong Platform for Better Communication:

The increase of digital and internet-based learning has
certainly provided a strong platform for better
communication between the teachers and the students. You
can do a live chat with the tutor with the help of a webcam
and using various applications such as Skype or Google
Hangout. Moreover, the communication can be made even
more enhancing with the help of social media platforms,
blogs, and other discussion forums. You can clear your
doubts related to assignments and exams for better
preparation of the subject.

F. Digital Learning Negative Sides:

All digital technology can get harmed, corrupted, and
hacked. Hacking is the most serious issue in this story.
Because one hacker could destroy all stored information that
was put inside the university. They can erase all the
information or the information that they would prefer not to
be there. This forces some genuine security issues that ought
to be taken care of with solid protective educated and
software computer engineering personal. Another huge risk
is if the power is down, you lost all the access of
information of the entire university which implies that the
entire university is now rendered inoperable. Or on the other
hand the threat of physical harm to the data centers inside
school or university, or any place where the information is
stored.

Digital learning technology has changed
educational systems in a major manner. Furthermore, the
greater part of those progressions is quite positive. They will
help to create a new generation of digitally educated people
that will know how to use digital technology very easily.
But, this system also has some serious issues. It is
significantly more inclined to potential dangers of hacking
and information corruption or data stealing. Everything has
its great sides and terrible sides. Only the time will show
how much good did digital technology learning done to the
educational system around the globe.
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