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Abstract— The present study was conducted in Basti and 

Varanasi districts. The purpose of the present study was to 

assess the self-concept of delinquent children in reform 

homes of U.P. 100 delinquent children of age 12-18 years 

have been takes for the study. The self-concept inventory by 

Dr. R.K. Saraswat (1971) was used to measure self-concept 

of respondents. Self-concept inventory provides scores for six 

separate dimensions of self-concept viz, physical, social, 

intellectual, moral educational and temperamental self-

concept. It also gives a total self-concept score. The 

respondent is provided with total of 48 items in the inventory, 

having five alternatives to give his responses ranging from 

“most acceptable least acceptable” description of his self-

concept. Data of the present study were collected through 

self-concept inventory and with the help of well-structured 

interview schedule. Data collected and analyzed in terms of 

percentage and chi-square. The results revealed that self-

concept of delinquent children was lower. After analysis of 

data it was found that there is a significant relationship 

between self-concept and family income. There is revealed 

that increased the level of income had decreased the 

percentage of below average and low level of income had 

decreased the percentage of below average and low level of 

self-concepts of delinquents. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The most pre-twentieth-century discussion of self-concept 

was embedded in a morass of philosophy and religious dogma 

with self-regarded as some non-physical incumbent of a 

physical body. 

 Self-concept has its early grounding in parental 

affirmation of our worth and in our own mastery of 

developmental tasks and successful problem-solving. It 

receives continual nourishment from a feeling of competency 

in areas, which give us social approval. Usually, we judge our 

persona in terms of the values and standard of those around 

us. Other people’s evaluation of us in various direct and 

subtle ways enters into our feeling about ourselves. Self-

concept are based on what children believe the significant 

people in their lives-parents, teachers and peers. Think of 

them. They are thus “mirror images”. It child believes that the 

when a child feels good about himself, In any terms whether 

it is physical appearance, love, achievements, he approves 

himself, feels more cheerful, energetic, tolerant, forgiving 

and caring. Whereas if a child sees himself as falling short, 

he tend to feel inferior, guilty and insecure. All these affect 

his “self”. 

II. METHODS AND MATERIALS 

The sample was collected from two reformatory homes 

RajkiyaKishorGrih, Ramnagar-Varanasi and KishorNyay 

Board Basti, The self-concept inventory by Dr. R. K.Saraswat 

was used to measure self-concept of respondents. Self-

concept inventory provides scores for six separate dimensions 

of self-concept viz, physical, social, intellectual, moral, 

educational and temperamental self-concept. It also gives a 

total self-concept score. The respondent is provided withtotal 

of 48 items in the inventory, having 5 alternatives to give his 

responses ranging from “most acceptable to least acceptable” 

descriptions of his self-concept. 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Table 1 shows that majority of the delinquents 44.18% had 

below average self-concept, 25.58% had low, 23.25% 

delinquent having average and only 3.48% delinquents 

having high self-concept and same 3.48% wereabove average 

self-concept had family income between Rs. 1,000-3,000 per 

month. There were 35.71% delinquents having below average 

self-concept and same 35.71% were having average self-

concept had family income between Rs 4,000-10,000 per 

month.21.42% had low only 7.14% were having above 

average self-concept. 

The results revealed that increased the level of 

income had decreased the percentage of below average and 

low level of self-concept. The statistical analysis also showed 

that income has a significant effect on self-concept of 

delinquent children. Raschke and Raschke (1979) found that 

self-concept scores were significantly lower for children who 

reported higher levels of family conflict. 

S.No. 
Family 

income(Rs./Month) 
n High 

Above 

average 
Average 

Below 

average 
Low χ2 

1 1,000-3,000 86 
3 

(3.48%) 
3  (3.48%) 

20 

(23.25%) 
38 (44.18%) 

22 

(22.58%) 
11.28 

2 4,000-10,000 14 0 1 (7.14%) 
5 

(35.57%) 

5 

(35.71%) 

3 

(21.42%) 
 

 Total 100 3 4 25 43 25  

Table 1: Self-concept of delinquent children with respect to family income

Figures in parenthesis indicate percentage 

* significant at 5% level. 
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Fig. 1: Self-Concept of delinquent children with respect to 

family income 

IV. CONCLUSION 

It was observed that majority of delinquents 86% families had 

monthly income between Rs 1,000-3,000 Majority of 

delinquents (43%) were having below average self-concept 

and only 3.48% were having high self-concept had family 

income between Rs 1,000-3,000 per months. There was 

significant relationship between self-concept and family 

income of 5% at level of significance. 
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