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Abstract— The principle of Decentralization is considered as
the main mechanism that works as the base for the good
governance. In its turn, good governance can be presented as
the perfect base to achieve a sustainable development
strategy. This paper is a part of a field study aims to explore
and investigate the reality of the sustainable development
management in India. The topic of ‘decentralization’ is an
important element of the study. The primary objective is to
investigate and explore the extent and the level of adopting
the decentralization principle, as a required principle to
achieve sustainable development, in the managerial activities
in India.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Entrance:

Decentralization is one of the modern public administration
approaches that considered as the main mechanism that
works as the base for good governance. Decentralization is
considered as an important principle of the good governance
principles, additional to accountability, participation,
predictability and transparency. These principles have been
identified by experts and the international organizations that
concern with development issues. Asian Development Bank
(ADB) determined the elements of the good governance as
accountability, participation, predictability, and transparency
and defined the good governance as “the manner in which
power is exercised in the management of a country’s
economic and social resources for development.”[1]

Jain (2004) states that Political leaders, public
servants and academics all over the world, especially in the
developing countries, have in recent years been concerned
with the question of ‘Good Governance’ and it realising a
corruption-free society to attain socio-economic prosperity
for sustainable development [4]. As a matter of fact, good
governance is central to any anti-corruption strategy [2].
Evidently, good governance can be presented as the perfect
base to achieve the sustainable development strategy. The
central and local authorities can achieve sustainable
development when its focused, efficient, effective, well-led,
adapting transparency and accountability, offering equity and
fair competition and committed to social justice and good
governance principles.

The Republic of India, the country of the study, is
one of the middle developing countries and it is located in
South Asia and got its independence in 1947 after a long
struggle against the British occupation. India is a large
federation country which is consists of 29 states and 7 union
territories with a land area of 3.287.590 square kilometre, the
second most populous country with more than 1.2 billion
people [15]. In India, all states, as well as the union territories

of ‘Puducherry’ and the ‘National Capital Territory of Delhi’,
have elected legislatures and governments, both patterned on
the ‘Westminster’ model. The remaining five union territories
are directly ruled by the center through appointed
administrators. In 1956, under the States Reorganisation Act,
states were reorganized on a linguistic basis. Since then, their
structure has remained largely unchanged. Each state or union
territory is further divided into administrative districts. The
districts, in turn, are further divided into tehsils and ultimately
into villages [15].

B. Literature Review:

The World Bank points out that the central governments are
often blamed for being too far from the realities of people.
Thus, transferring various forms of authority and functions to
sub-national units of government for timely adaptation to
locally specific conditions is considered to be an effective
solution to today’s compounded problems [16].

The first generation of decentralisation advocates
argues that the securing smooth and efficient functioning of
the public services is one of the traditional primary roles of
local government, which is generally managed by its
technical-administrative apparatus. Also, they insist that it
would be easier to tie local-level services with local needs and
preferences. Implicitly, however, this raises the question as to
how such local needs and preferences are to be identified [9].
The current decentralisation proponents insist on that ‘the
only feasible way is to have an inclusive process of local
governance through which each segment of the population
can express and fight over their preferences’[5].

Different forms of decentralization measures are
now implemented in many countries today. These measures
are expected to make countries both democratic and
developmental by wide citizens participation in local
decision-making processes. As for economic development,
the decentralized states are expected to reduce poverty by
making public services more responsive to the needs of
people. Decentralization, therefore, has often been regarded
as a medication as well as a normatively justified policy that
has no room for criticism.[11]

The OECD emphasis that decentralisation offers an
effective mechanism for fostering the convergence of
different planning frameworks. Integration can often be more
successfully achieved when it is driven by bottom-up demand
rather than top-down reorganisation. Strong local institutions,
accessible information, fora to allow debate, and
consensus/conflict management mechanisms can all help
forge integrated approaches. The OECD certifies that needs
to be accompanied by:

—  The transfer of financial resources and empowerment to
raise such resources locally.
—  Capacity-building.
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—  Clear delineation of the respective roles of the various
levels of government in planning, financial management,
etc.

— Comprehensive legislation and administrative actions to
bring about integration of the decentralised offices of
government agencies into local administrative structures.

— Co-ordination of development agency support at local
levels.[8]

On another hand, with regard to the concept
sustainable development which was officially mainstreamed
in 1987 in the ‘Brundtland Report’ entitled “Our Common
Future”. The report was accomplished by World Commission
on Environment and Development (WCED), a body created
by the United Nations General Assembly in 1983. This
Commission was headed by Gro Brundtland, then prime
minister of Norway and later head of the World Health
Organization. That team, which began work in 1983
completed an important report which still as a guide and
important reference for the beginnings of the concept of
sustainable development (SD), which has become
overwhelming around the world. According to ‘Brundtland’
commission’s 1987 Report: the main idea of the concept of
sustainable development is to deal with development as a
process to meet the current needs for present generation
without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs. And for achieving that ‘Sustainability’
is the term chosen to bridge the gulf between development
and environment. [10]

The World Commission on Environment and
Development (WCED) identified critical objectives for
sustainable development in 1987 such as Reviving growth,
Changing the quality of growth, Meeting essential needs for
jobs, food, energy, water and sanitation, Ensuring a
sustainable level of population, Conserving and enhancing
the resource base, Reorientating technology and managing
risk and Merging environment and economics in decision-
making [3].

In this regard, the United Nations lunched the
Millennium development goals (MDGs) which had been
formed after the Millennium Summit in 2000 and hoped to be
achieved by the end of 2015 [13]. Then, the United Nations
launched a new set of goals in 2015, called the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The set consisted of 18 goals,
determined to be achieved within a time limit of fifteen years,
by 2030. [14]

C. Obijective of Study:

This paper is a part of a field study aims to explore and
investigate the reality of the sustainable development
management in India and the topic of ‘decentralization’ is an
important element, so the primary objective is to investigate
and explore the extent and the level of adopting the
decentralization principle among the managerial activities, as
a required principle for achieving sustainable development.
In other words, the paper aims to highlight that the principle
of decentralization as one of the principles of good
governance, and good governance, in turn, is a significant
requirement for achieving the sustainable development
strategy.

To achieve the main purpose of this study, other
issues should be highlight also like: identifying the terms of

‘Decentralization’ and ‘Sustainable development’ and
present a background about India.

Il. METHODOLOGY

A. Methods:

The primary data was collected through various methods

from different sources. The main tool for collecting the

primary data in the present study was the survey

questionnaires. These questionnaires were designed to collect

the needed data from the managerial leadership in the Central

Government departments and in the local authorities

departments. The study embodied a literature reviews as well

as a descriptive investigation to achieve its objectives.

To explore the state of the decentralization principle in India,

the study pointed a question to the central departments and a

question for the local authorities departments. The answer of

these questions was close end answer with (5) point scale

where:

1) (Totally agree) and

2) (Agree) points represent the positive opinion.

3) (Neutral) point represents neutral opinion.

4) (Disagree) and 5 (Totally disagree) points represent the
negative opinion.

B. Study Area:

This study is restricted to the central departments of the city
of Mumbai, the economic and capital of Maharashtra in India.
For the local Authorities departments, Nanded district under
Maharashtra state represents the sample.

C. Study Sample:

The study targeted all the Managerial Leadership in the
governmental departments and institutions in both central and
local level authorities in India as a study universe and that
considered a large population. For the purposes of research,
the multistage proportionate random sampling was chosen
based on the selection of offices/ departments and locations,
as a part of segmentation of the universe. Based on these
systematic process 75 samples from the central departments
and 140 samples from the local authorities departments are
defining, so the total samples set as 215 of different
departments’ managerial leadership.

D. Hypothesis:

To unveil the significant difference between the central and
local authorities’ practices about the procedures of
‘decentralization’, the null hypothesis was formed as follows:
Ho: There is no significance difference among the harmony
of decentralization element in central and local authorities in
India.

E. Analysis Data and present the findings:

The primary collected data has to be subject to the processing
operations which contains editing, coding, classification and
tabulation. The current study used the proper statistical tests
in the hypothesis evaluation such as: Descriptive statistics,
and Chi-Square. To present the findings, the study designs
illustration table and figure which depending on the E-axel
and SPSS’ output cross-tabulation.
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I1l. DISCUSSION AND RESULTS

A. Preface Discussion:

Achieving sustainable development has become a global
goal, so believing on sustainable development and its goals,
principles and benefit to all sectors in the country is one of
important factors to achieve sustainability of the society, and
we mean her all levels in national and local government
levels. Strange and Bayley (2008) emphases on that “we have
to take a close look at what got us into our current situation
and think seriously about how to change our habits and
methods in a way that will last. Now that we know so much
more about the relationship between development and the
well-being of people and natural systems, we need to find
ways to transmit that knowledge.” [12]

Furthermore, awareness of the importance of
sustainable development has a notable impact for local
societies.  For example, in 1986, Indian Ministry of
Environment and Forests organized an awareness programme
in the remote Dimoria Tribal Block Development Area of
Assam. It was taken up by an NGO, as part of the National
Environmental Awareness Campaign (NEAC). In the later
few years, the area gets very active in a lot of activities related
to environment and sustainability. [7]

The Government real commitment on sustainable
development thoughts in both central and local levels is one
of the most important factors to contribute the achievement
of sustainable development goals.

With reference to the current study, which is
interested in tracking the status of sustainable development
and its factors in India, it should be noted that India was
proactive in dealing with the issue of sustainable
development through the early participation of the Indian
government in the founding conferences, which laid the first
pillars of the concept of sustainable development. In 1972,
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi participated in the
International Conference on Development in Stockholm. Not
only did Ms. Andira participate in the protocol, but she also
raised important issues when she emphasized

“That the removal of poverty is an integral part of
the goal of an environmental strategy for the worled. The
concept of interrelatedness, of a shared planet, of global
citizenship, and of ‘spaceship earth’ cannot be restricted to
environmental issues alone. They apply equally to the shared
and inter-linked responsibilites of environmental protection
and human development”. [6]

B. Study Results and Findings:

There are four principles of Good governance:
Decentralization,  Accountability,  Predictability, and
Transparency. This paper presents only the findings of the
level of adopting the Decentralization principle in the levels
of the central and local authorities toward the concept of the
sustainable development. The questions which had been
addressed to the managerial leadership as follow:

1) Question for the sample in Central Government
departments:
Central Government is transferring functions and

responsibilities involved in both administrative and
political/decision-making authority to the local governance
(Devolution).

2) Question for the sample in Local Authority departments:
There is a transformation of financial resources and
empowerment from Central Government to raise resources
locally.

The study finds out the following results:

According to the table (1) and the figure (1), the
answers of the samples showed that; for the central
government departments’ sample the positive opinion
recorded remarkable average. 50.7% of the managerial
leadership in the central government departments were
‘Agree’ with the first given statement and 30.7% of the
sample were ‘Totally agree’ for the same statement. In other
hand ‘Neutral’ recorded only 16 %. It is observed that the
positive opinions are high among the sample and the negative
opinions are limited which recorded only 2.7% with
‘disagree’ and 0% ‘Totally disagree’.

Another targeted sample which is the local
authorities’ samples also showed a noteworthy positive
opinion regarding the decentralization practices. 50% of the
managerial leadership in the local authority departments were
‘Agree’ with the second given statement and 27.9% of the
sample were ‘Totally agree’ for the same statement. The
‘Neutral’ opinion recorded 21.4% while the negative
opinions are too limited which recorded only 0.00 % with
‘disagree” and 0.7% with ‘Totally disagree” answer.

Country INDIA

> o 3 E % > E Total

= o {e)) =2 122} = © p

Answers C &< 2 i S % es

Central 23 38 12 2 0 75
departme | 30.7 | 50.6 0 2.7 0
nts % % 16 % % 0 100%
Local 39 70 30 0 1 140
departme | 27.9 0 21.4 0.7 0
nts % 50% % 0 % 100%
Total per 62 108 42 2 1 215
the 288 | 50.4 | 195 | 09 | 04 0
country % % % % % 100%

Table 1: Finding of the Respondents’ Opinion about the
State of Decentralization Principle
Sources: based on the SPSS output (Crosstabs) of the field
study.

In respect to the total samples responds the
following percentage observed, downwardly: 50.4% were
‘Agree’, 28.8% were ‘Totally agree’, 19.5% ‘Neutral’, 0.9%
‘Disagree’ and 0.4% ‘Totally disagree’. It is observed that the
positive opinions are high among the total samples also.
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Fig. 1: Finding of the respondents opinion about the state of
Decentralization principal in INDIA

These percentages of answers which interpret the
test result of the relevant hypothesis refer to the availability
and the harmony of practices about the decentralization
principle in India. These findings supported with the
secondary sources which showed that the federal governance
of States, Devesions, Districts and Zillas has shown that there
is a high level of applying decentralization principle.

C. Hypothesis Test:

To examine the significant difference between the central
government departments’ sample and the local authorities
departments’ sample regarding their real practices of the of
decentralization procedures, as an element of good
governance and to see whether there is a harmony in the
actions of the Government departments’ practices the null
hypothesis Ho was formed as follows:

Ho: There is no significance difference among the harmony
of decentralization element in central and local authorities in
India.

Chi-square test was conducted on the collective data
of the related questions in order to make the needed
verification test for the related hypothesis and the result is as
follows:

Asymp. Sig. (2-
Value | df sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 5.144% | 4 273
Likelihood Ratio 5.968 | 4 .202
Lmear-by—pnear 999 | 1 638
Association
N of Valid Cases 215

Table 2: Chi-Square Test
a. 4 cells (40.0%) have expected count less than 5. The
minimum expected count is .35.

According to the analysis table no. (2) the result of
the chi-square was significant, 2 (4, N =215)=5.14, p =
0.27.

Hence, the null hypothesis Ho is accepted and
emphasized on that ‘There is no significance difference
among the harmony of decentralization element in central and
local authorities in India.” That means the managerial

practices in both central and local authorities are reconciled
with the principle of decentralization.

In other words, the result of chi-square (y2) test of
this hypothesis can be interpreted that the related systems and
procedures of Decentralization are, to some extent, available
in India; and there are, to somehow, a kind of harmony
between the managerial practices in both levels of authorities,
the central and local, and that considered as a good things for
the good governance principles which lead to facilitate the
achievement of the sustainable development for societies in
both urban and rural areas.

IV. CONCLUSION

Decentralization principle considered a fundamental
requirement for applying the good governance in any country.
In the same time, applying a high level of the decentralization
system and the related reconciled procedures support the
Sustainable Development Goals SDGs that launched by the
UN.

Based on the findings, the study concludes that there
is a high level of applying decentralization principle in India
and that illustrated through the harmony actions in practices
that central and local authorities follow in their managerial
tasks. This gives India an advantage to accelerate the
development process, especially in the rural areas, with the
importance of mainstreaming the principle of sustainability.
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