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Abstract— In Bengal, there are lot of signature products in 

which many of them are struggling for existence process. 

Tant saree is one of them which is now suffering from a lot 

of problems and it has become very hard to keep their 

existence. This Tant sarees once ruled in our whole country 

for its quality, design and comfortable issue. In our survey, 

we choose Gangarampur Sub-division where this industry has 

kept its presence in large number. The weaver who are still 

engaged with this profession are suffering in highest degree, 

because our neighbouring country is providing this sarees in 

cheaper rate. As a result of it people are not interested to buy 

our local product and the local weavers are hardly managed 

to their two square meal. So lot of the weavers are compelled 

to change their profesion in order to keep their own existence 

and moreover, those who are still connected with this 

profession, in short of time probably they will be compelled 

to leave this profession for low wages and unavailability of 

continue work. This Tant industry had once flourished at 

Maharajpur & Thangapara under Gangarampur sub-division. 

Now this industry is slowly dying like a cancer patient. 

Though the Government has taken a few steps to save this 

industry but it is not enough. So the government should take 

some more necessary steps to save this industry before it wipe 

out completely. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

In our prevailing market, there are different types of sarees 

exist, but Tant saree has occupied its own place in Bengali 

women’s heart owing to its own quality and comfort. After 

the partition of Bengal, a large chunk of this industry had been 

shifted into East Pakisthan now in Bangladesh, a lot of 

weavers came back to West Bengal and started the same task 

what they did in East Pakisthan. As a result of it the Tant saree 

industry had started developing in West Bengal in full swing 

and gradually won the heart of Bengali women. 

II. THE STUDY AREA 

The case study method is a very popular form of qualitative 

analysis and involved a carefull and complete observation of 

a social unit, be that unit a person, a family, an institution, a 

cultural group or even the entire community. It is a social 

Microscope. So we are conducted a case study on present 

situation of Tant Industry at Gangarampur sub- division in 

Dakshin Dinajpur, West Bengal. The notable areas covering 

this industry are Maharajpur and Thangapara. This place has 

glorious past for its production but in recent times this 

industry is suffocating for lot of issues and problems are so 

serious. 

III. PRESENT SITUATION OF TANT INDUSTRY 

Recently, we have made a study on the weavers of those 

previously mentioned area where we found 60% weavers still 

depending on handloom and on the other hand the rest 40% 

adopted the modern machine power room. So the study area 

is called “Tanti Para “. Weavers a handloom can make a one 

saree, the power loom can easily manage to make 2-3 sarees 

in a day. The quality of threads decide tha qualities of these 

sarees. Here the weavers get the raw materials from their 

Mahajan and their only task is to weave the sarees and 

handover to their Mahajan. Now the sarees are ready for sale 

and Mahajan send the sarees to different parts of the country. 

 Two types of sarees are actually produced here. 

They are (i) Alopar (ii) Gap respectively. Alopar being a 

higher quality product, a weaver receives Rs. 450 per day as 

a wage. On the other hand Gap bing a low quality product a 

weaver receives Rs. 300 each day. Very few well established 

weavers run their machines by hiring labours and the rest of 

the weavers run it by themselves due to the shortage of 

money. The worst suffers are there who run their machine by 

lending money in advance. 

 
Fig. 1: 

IV. PROBLEMS OF TANT INDUSTRY 

“In positivisim the science of society sheres the same logical 

form of the other sciencees, but has to develop its own 

methodological procedures because its subject matter is more 

complex’’ (R. Peet – 1998). In field work observation present 

situation are evolved, we have find out a lot of problems of 

this industry. 

A. Low Demand in Local Markets 

There was a time when the weavers of the area run out of time 

for their (24 x 7) hours work and sound a little time for 

entertainment. But now the situation has completely changed. 

Now they have enough time but mental peace has flown away 

because of lacking availability of demands in local market. 

When we started looking for the reason, few local 

businessman have started importing Bangladeshi Tant saree 

which is not only beating our local tant saree in price matter 

but in quality matter also. So people are also buying those 

sarees and own local weavers are suffering from 

unemployment problem. Local tantee called this sarees is 

“duplicate saree ‘’. Tantees are own only Rs. 50 / sarees; this 

is not enough in present economic situation. 
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B. Unavailability of Cheap Workers 

Due to low wages, workers are not interested to produce this 

tant sarees. So they migrate to the state or became in an 

agriculture labour. 

C. Flood 

Gangarampur sub-division was flooded last year heavily and 

this region faced heavy damages most of the weavers were 

affected by this recent flood and their handlooms and power 

looms were damaged too. As they belong to poor category. 

So it is quite impossible for them to stand again by recovering 

the past damages. So naturally they have been getting 

unemployed and shifted into another works. 

D. Lacking of Government Help 

The government has taken enough steps to save this industry 

and has aided the weavers by denoting money, so that they 

could buy machines and rebuild their industry. Many weavers 

received 15,000 rupees as a Govt. aid and some also received 

10,000 to buy jacket i.e, a tool for weaving. But at the same 

time lot of weavers claimed that they had not received any 

kind of Govt. aid. So the government authority should be 

more sensitive in this situation. This inequality hampered to 

recover this situation. 

V. CONCLUSION 

Though the quality of the saree of Dakshin Dinajpur district 

is well, yet lot of problems have entangled this industry. This 

district once took proud of this industry but time has changed. 

It has almost reached its eleventh hour and if the proper steps 

should not be taken by the Govt. to save this industrys; it 

would soon print its name in the list of abolished industry. So 

the weavers final slogan is – “we don’t want beg, we want 

work’’. 
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