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Abstract— Migration is one of the major components in 

population change. It plays an important role in influencing 

the rate of growth of population in any region. People 

generally migrate for a better economic and social life. 

Hence, Migration plays a vital role for the transformation of 

a society. The main objectives of this paper is to examine 

the major causes of migration and seasonal and temporal 

pattern of migration of tribal communities in the study area, 

Malda district of West Bengal. Malda district is located in 

North Bengal. The study is based on both Primary and 

Secondary sources of data. The main causes of tribal 

peoples out migration are- Unemployment, Indebt, Poverty, 

lack of Industry in the study area. The study shows that 

about 90 per cent of the tribal population are concentrated in 

the Barind areas found in four blocks of Malda district 

namely Bamongola, Gazole, Habibpur and Old Malda. Most 

of the tribal peoples get their jobs under Dadon system. The 

highest per centage of interstate migration pattern has been 

reported in the study area. Most of the people are migrate to 

large urban centres of the country like Delhi, Mumbai, 

Punjab, Rajasthan, Haryana states. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Migration plays a vital role for the transformation of a 

society. Migration, a demographic events plays an important 

role in the growth of population of any region and may vary 

from place to place. Millions of people left their home 

(especially in rural areas) in search of work, shelter, better 

opportunities or some other reasons. Out Migration is a 

important phenomena for demographic and social change in 

an area. The present paper deals with the various aspects of 

tribal labour out migration of Malda district. In recent years, 

unemployment, frequent crop failure, indebtedness, 

inadequate credit facilities, lack of alternative opportunities, 

droughts and poverty level in rural areas have been 

increasing, thereby leading to despair or distress conditions 

in the rural sector. As a result the rural poor, labour and 

marginal small farmer communities are on the move, 

temporarily leaving their homes in search of employment 

and livelihood in other prosperous (urban) areas in the 

country (Samita, 2007). Based on the place of birth and 

place of enumeration, internal migrants can be classified 

into three types –intra district, inter district and inter state. In 

West Bengal development is very much in Kolkata centric. 

Despite the West Bengal is still in migrating state, the out 

migration from the West Bengal to other state is 

continuously increasing and it shares major proportion to 

total interstate out-migration of India. 

Prabhkar (1985) described about the internal 

migration and population redistribution in India. Rani and 

Shylendra (2001) revealed that seasonal migration were 

mainly due to weak resources, as the cultivable land is 

small, less fertile and dependent largely on rain fed 

cultivation. Rafique(2003) exposed that migrants from the 

Murshidabad district of West Bengal are very vulnerable 

when they travel to other areas of the state. Breman and 

Deshingar (2009) argue that a majority of the seasonal 

migrants many of  whom are SCs and STs are poor and for 

them migration is a household strategy for the managing risk 

where one or more member of this family go away from the 

village to find the work.   

II. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

The main objectives of the study are as follows- 

1) To examine the major causes of out migration in the 

study area. 

2) To examine the seasonal and temporal pattern of 

migration of tribal communities. 

A. A Geographical Profile of Study Area 

In view of agriculture, Malda is one of the most important 

district in West Bengal with regard to agriculture. It lies in 

North Bengal on lower Indo-Gangetic plain. The latitudinal 

range of Malda lies between 24°40'20" North and 25°32'08" 

North, and the longitudinal range is 87°45'50" East and 

88°28'10" East. The district covers an area of 3,733.66 

square kilometers (1,441.6 sq. miles).  To the north it is 

surrounded by Uttar Dinajpur district, to the south by 

Murshidabad district, to the east side it is an international 

border of Bangladesh and to the west side is the states of 

Bihar and Jharkhand. 

The total population of Malda is 3,997,970 (2011 

census).  The literacy rate is 61 per cent ( 66 per cent for 

males and  57 per cent for females ). About 86.4 per cent 

peoples still live in rural area. For administrative purposes 

Malda district is divided into 15 development blocks. The 

district headquarter is English Bazar, also known as Malda, 

which was once the capital of Bengal. Rice, Mango, Jute, 

Oilseeds and silk are the most notable products of the 

district. The special variety of mango is produced in this 

region. The major rivers of Malda district are Mahananda, 

Ganga etc 
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(Sq.km
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Bamongol

a 

1,83,1

56 

85,1

34 

75,9

60 

23,45

9 
7895 206.20 

Gazole 
3,14,7

18 

1,80,

345 

85,9

87 

29,71

4 
5076 513.73 

Habibpur 
197,5

34 

998,

675 

96,2

07 

18,34

6 
7654 397.10 

Harishcha

ndrapur I 

195,3

65 

85,6

78 

87,2

48 

14,80

6 
3483 17140 

Table 1: Category wise population distribution with area in 

Malda district 

Source: District Statistical Handbook Malda, 2015 
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Fig. 1: Location Map of the Study Area 

III. DATABASE AND METHODOLOGY 

The present research is based on both primary and 

secondary sources of data. The data have been collected 

from the census of India 2011, District Statistical Handbook 

of Malda 2011, Annual report of Malda district, District 

Human Development Report, Malda, 2007. Primary data has 

been collected from the field survey using the well 

structured questionnaire. For selection of sample multi-

staged process have been followed. With the help of 

purposive sampling method tribal population dominated 

blocks has been selected for the study. After that through the 

help of stratified random sampling some villages within the 

selected block has been selected and finaly households have 

been selected through the random sampling. After collection 

of all the data directly from the field as well as secondary 

sources, all data has been represented with the help of 

tables, charts and others suitable statistical tools  The total 

183 household has been selected as sample in the study.  

IV. RESULT AND ANALYSIS 

The Barind land had been sparsely settled and was covered 

substantially by forests during earlier times, scarcity off 

water made it unsuitable for intensive agriculture. Maximum 

migrants coming from the uneducated background and huge 

number of migrants only have primary education but most 

of them unable to read or write a single word. Habibpur 

shows quite better situation about matter of primary 

education. The higher secondary passed people or the higher 

educated persons are not involving in migration activity. 

This indicates the migration of skilled labourer is almost 

stagnant. A huge number of tribes of the selected pursue 

their livelihood by working as daily wage labourer and 

agricultural labour. According to primary field survey 

almost 80 per cent of population work in agricultural sector 

among them almost 52 per cent of population worked as 

agricultural labourer where in Bamongola the percentage of 

agricultural labourer is almost 46 per cent and Habibpur is 

almost 40 per cent. The practice of hunting as a traditional 

subsistence activity has now practically vanished with the 

gradual disappearance of forest. According to Human 

Development Report (2012) in Malda district have currently 

listed approximately 2.19 lakh rural families as living  

below poverty line. Approximately 39 per cent of all rural 

households in the district fall into BPL category, including 

women-headed household, SC and ST families, as well 

several from other classes and communities. Tribal 

dominated Bamongola and Habibpur in the Barind are 

among the poorest blocks in Malda district, where 

approximately half of all rural households live at levels of 

poverty. Lives stock and animal husbandry are also common 

practice within the tribal community in Malda and pigs are 

the main livestock animal. The use of fertilizers and other 

modern equipments of agriculture are relatively lower than 

the other community of this district. A huge number of days 

in a year a maximum number of farmers and agricultural 

labourer and other STs also situated in workless situation. 

Some farmers for agricultural purpose extract money 

(Dadan) from the different agents of labourer especially 

known as thikadar (Contractors) for the cultivation of paddy 

in winter known, reward of this the farmer out migrated 

from their village to other state as labourer, this is the 

common picture of farmers and agricultural labourer in rural 

area of Malda. 

CD Blocks 

Illiter

ate 

migra

nts 

Prim

ary 

(I-V) 

Mid

dle 

(VI -

X) 

Second

ary (X) 

Higher 

Second

ary 

Bamongola 23.81 33.23 
26.1

9 
16.67 0 

Gazole 28.21 28.21 
23.0

8 
17.94 2.56 

Habibpur 22.5 45.23 
20.4

5 
12.50 0 

Harishchand

rapur I 
25 35.71 

28.5

7 
10.72 0 

Table 2: Education Status among the Migrants (Figure in per 

cent) 

Source: Household Survey, 2014 

According to primary survey among the 183 

household almost 24.75 per cent people are engaged in 

agricultural activity. Among them almost 2/3 rd of 

population out migrated seasonally within every year. 

Maximum tribes of the region are working as labourer (53.2 

per cent). There are also some educated ST persons who are 

available for work in different block. A table related to tribal 

worker is given below  

 
Total 

(Persons) 

Main 

Worker 

Marginal 

Worker 

Non 

Worker 

Total 224698 73690 40612 110396 

Illiterate 166815 51573 32918 82324 

Literate 57883 22117 7694 28072 
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Total 

illiterate 

persons 

per 100 

population 

74.24 69.98643 81.0549  

Total 

literacy 

rate per 

100 ST 

Population 

25.76 30.01357 18.9451 74.5715 

Percentage 

of literate 

but below 

Metric to 

total 

22.52 25.0360 0.1132 25.4285 

Percentage 

of Higher 

secondary 

but below 

graduate 

2.03 2.9700 4.2437 0.0705 

Percentage 

of 

Technical 

diploma or 

certificate 

not equal 

to degree 

total 

0.02 0.0500 0.1665 0.021 

Percentage 

of 

Graduate 

and above 

more than 

technical 

degree to 

the total 

0.23 0.3800 1.5178 1.3327 

Percent 

Post 

Graduate 

to the total 

0.03 0.0700 2.3569 0.0008 

Table 3: Distribution of Working and Non-Working 

Population among STs literacy level  rural areas of Malda 

district 

Source: Calculation based on Census data, Census 

of India, 2011 There are not reliable data that indicates how 

many persons of tribal community are involve in various 

season. In primary survey it is found almost one persons of 

each tribal migrated for work. Among the 183 of household 

149 persons were migrated different places at different time 

of year. Interview with the official, elected representative, 

common people and also migrants it is found that there is no 

specific season among the ST for migration except only few 

persons who migrated Bardhaman and adjoining district at 

the some specific season for rice cultivation as agricultural 

labourer which is mostly found some pockets of Chanchal 

blocks . Maximum population are coming from the 

agricultural back ground in the productive age group of 26-

40 years. Migration of male and females was found to be 

socially acceptable and regular in Malda. Out movements 

starts from the age of 12-14 on an average. The cause of 

migration vary one persons to another, after categorisation 

of human perception about the causes of migration some 

general reason behind the tribal labour out migration is 

unemployment and low wages in agriculture sector. 

According to a migrant statement: “jobs are available during 

the mango seasons; but the orchard owners pay Rs 200/- or 

less per day to take care of an orchard spread over 5-6 

bighas. We get better rates when we go out to work.” In 

2001, more than 65 per cent of the district population in 

Malda comprised non-workers. One of the major causes of 

tribal labour out migration is poverty. The housing condition 

is very poor. Out of the total 183 household almost 32.79 

per cent household have kacha house, where only 12.02 per 

cent of household have puccuca house. The present scenario 

reflects that maximum people of tribal out migrated families 

lived in poor condition and maximum of them did not have 

any modern equipments and gadgets like clock, mobile, 

electticity, TV etc. Poverty treated as push factor to the 

tribes for migration. The persons who willing to travel over 

the India there is no difficulty in term of transportation 

medium, one can easily moves from one parts of India to 

another. 

    

 Kaccha Semi Pucca Pucca 

Per cent of Household 32.79 55.19 12.02 

Per cent of Migrants 36.03 57.35 6.62 

Table 4: Status of Housing Material 

Source: Household Survey, 2014 

Another important thing of migration is wage 

available for work. At the time of primary survey maximum 

persons responded that the wage available here is almost 

two time than in the wages of other state. 

Age 
S

ex 

Wa

ges 

at 

Mal

da 

Wage at 

place of 

Migrati

on 

Employ

ment 

Moveme

nt of 

Pattern 

Location 

12-

18 

year

s 

F 

Rs 

100 

per 

day 

Rs 150-

250 per 

day 

Agricult

ural 

Work 

In group 

with 

other 

girls or 

with 

agents 

under 

the 

dadon 

system 

Bardham

an district 

14-

18 

year

s 

M 

Rs 

150 

per 

day 

Rs 250 

per day 

Buildin

g or 

road 

constru

ction 

(helper) 

In 

groups 

of men 

NCR 

Delhi/Mu

mbai/ 

Chennai/ 

Pune/Guj

rat 

14-

18 
F 

Rs 

150 

per 

day 

Rs 280 

per day 

Buildin

g, 

constru

ction, 

digging, 

road 

constru

ction 

In grops 

of same 

villeges 

people 

All over 

India-

where 

works 

available 

18 

and 

Abo

ve 

M 

Rs 

100

-

150 

per 

day 

Rs 300 

per day 

Buildin

g 

constru

ction, 

digging, 

erecting 

In 

groups 

with 

other 

men and 

women 

All over 

India 

Where 

works 

available 
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of 

mobile 

phone 

towers 

from the 

same 

village-

with 

agents 

under 

dadon or 

as an 

independ

ent 

groups 

20 

and 

Abo

ve 

M 

Rs 

100

-

150 

per 

day 

Rs 250 

per day 

(if 

experie

nced) 

All 

kinds of 

jobs no 

preferen

ce to at 

all 

In 

groups, 

some 

times 

dadon 

and 

sometim

es 

independ

ently 

All over 

India 

where 

works 

available 

Table 5: Wages available at source and destination of 

migration and their variation according to age and Sex 

Source: Field Survey, 2014 

In the different states of India the demand of labour 

increases day by day especially at of cheap rate which 

treated as pull factor among the tribe to gathering in some 

metro cities of India such as labourer. There are various 

modes through which tribes are got their jobs. One of the 

important custom which act as trap for labour migration is 

system of “Dadon.” The Dadon- a traditional custom of 

taking a group of men and women to work in a particular 

industry for a period of 50-60 days, after paying the family 

an advance amount of anything between Rs 1000 - Rs 2500 

discussions occur about the rate between the family and 

Dadondar. Seasonal migration is common feature among the 

STs of Malda though the proportion of that kind of 

migration is relatively lower. Maximum people migrated 

throughout thr year. The persons who migrated seasonally 

they are basically worked in agricultural sector at 

destination place. Labourers are migrated different places 

within four seasons. Some character of seasonal migration 

based on agriculture has been given below- 

Months Main Activity Location Character 

July- 

August 

Crop 

transplanting 

U.P, Punjab, 

Haryana, 

Gujrat etc 

Specially for 

Paddy, Sugar 

Cane and 

Wheat 

cultivation 

November-

January 
Harvesting 

Within the 

different 

districts of 

West 

Bengal, 

Punjab, 

Haryana, 

Bihar 

Specially 

Wheat 

cultivation 

February Transplanting 

Different 

states all 

over the 

India 

especially 

Punjab 

Agricultural 

works 

April- May Harvesting Different Agricultural 

states all 

over the 

India 

Works 

Table 6: Seasonal Migration and their character 

Source: Field Survey, 2014 

Duration of migration is not same all over the 

district. General trend of duration is almost 2 month (50 

days in case of Dadon) and sometimes people even go for 6 

months also and sometime they came back within 30 days. 

Maximum migrants return back to their home at their 

festivals especially Durga puja and Holi.Maximum persons 

going to Delhi, Rajasthan and sometime Chennai and 

Kolkata also. In primary survey among total migrants 

maximum persons were engaged in working on Delhi. 

Among the interviewed persons almost 20.81 per cent of 

persons in every year migrated in Delhi. 

Del

hi 

Mum

bai 

Punj

ab 

Rajast

han 

Go

a 

Hary

ana 

Ker

ala 

West 

Bengal 

(Kolkat

a and 

Burdaw

an) 

20.

81 
13.42 

16.7

8 
15.44 

8.0

5 
12.75 6.04 6.71 

Table 7: Percentages of migrants within various destination 

places 

Source: Household Survey, 2014 

Almost 15.44 per cent of different block migrated 

at Rajasthan. But migration rate within West Bengal and 

Goa is almost very low. Almost 11 per cent of migrants are 

engaging in agriculture sector as agriculturally labourer 

especially in Punjab, Haryana and Burdwan district situated 

at West Bengal. 

Type of Work Per cent of Migrants 

Painting 9.4 

Hoteling 12.75 

Digging 22.82 

Tower making (Telephone) 8.05 

Labourer at road construction 21.48 

Labour at Building 

Construction 
12.08 

Agricultural Labourer 11.41 

Other 2.01 

Table 8: Different type of work done by migrants 

Source: Household Survey, 2014 

They are working daily 8 hours and sometimes 12 

hours. Some worked they have done indentified as risky like 

working in tower construction or fertilizers company but 

nobody said that they have engaged in any kind of 

hazardous work. 

V. CONCLUSION 

Malda district is one of the poorest district of West Bengal 

in terms of Human Development Index and also the lowest 

literacy rates among all district of West Bengal. The 

condition of tribes of Malda is very poor in term of literacy, 

health and economic. It is predominantly rural district with 

poor tribal community dominated blocks like Bamongola, 

Habibpur, Gazole and HarishChandrapur-1. Selection of out 

migration in search of work is now common trend among 

the tribal societies of the study area as the migrants enjoy 

the entire journey of migration and also try to enjoy the 
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climate, culture and other aspect of the district and different 

states all over the India. The predominant occupation of the 

tribes in Malda is agriculture and related occupation. Since 

there is hardly any industrial development in Malda. There 

is lack of employment opportunities in the region. 

Widespread poverty, unemployment and unawareness about 

the scheme of government of rural development all this 

factors have contributed to the migration of tribal people 

from the district. The Central Government and State 

government Should take special provision for the upliftment 

of Tribal peoples of Bamongola, Habibpur, Gazole and 

Harischandrapur-I blocks of the district. 
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